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Week 11 
THE 5,000
John 6:1-21

Day One
Dr. Bock identifies four pericope (stories) in chapter 6, but they are all really related to the discourse where Jesus declares Himself to be the Bread from Heaven (6:22-59) and the Reaction (6:60-71). You may want to read the entire chapter in order to prepare for this introductory study.
Father,
As I read chapter 6 today, open my mind to what You want to teach me this week. Make my heart receptive to believe and do Your will. 
Amen


What do you see about your own responses to Jesus in the various responses recorded in this chapter?


[bookmark: _GoBack]Day Two
In your second study of this week, remember we are trying to find out not only what happened there in Galilee, but also why the author included this account in the fourth Gospel.
God of All Provision,
Give me wisdom and understanding of Your Word and Your Ways as I study today. I want to know what You want me to know and to do what You want me to do.
Amen
1. Why does John note that Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (6:1)? 


2. What was the motivation of the crowd (6:2, see also 6:26)? 

3. What was the immediate difficulty (6:2-9)? 

4. What did the crowd conclude the sign showed (6:10-15; compare Deuteronomy 18:15; Acts 3:22)? 



Was the Crowd wrong or right in their conclusion about the meaning of this sign?

Day Three
We have tried to avoid comparing this Gospel with the other accounts in order to not miss the point that our author is making. Having considered his account, it may be helpful to consider this same event as told by the Synoptic Gospels.
Father
Through Your Holy Spirit You caused the Scriptures to be written by specific men at specific times using their personality and writing style. You could have written one Gospel instead of four. Help me in comparing these accounts to not miss out on the unique points You are making in this Gospel.
Amen
5. How do the other Gospels compare in their accounts of this miracle?
	Matthew 14:13-21
	Mark 6:32-44
	Luke 9:10-17
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6. How is John’s account similar?


7. How is John’s account different?



What do the differences indicate to you?

Day Four
The final preliminary to the Bread of Heaven Discourse is the private sign to the disciples of Jesus walking on the water (6:16-21).
Master,
There are many things about You that we don’t understand. But  You have given us enough proof of who You are to enable us to believe. Strengthen our faith so that we might come to know You.
Amen
8. Why didn’t the disciples take Jesus in the boat (6:15-17)?  


9. Why were they fearful (6:18-19)? 
 
10. Where else in John have we seen private miracles? 


11. What is the purpose of doing these in private instead of giving a sign to the crowd? 


Do you need to see miracles in order to believe or to grow in your faith?


Bonus Material
v.4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near . . . The Passover feast commemorated the time during Israel’s slavery in Egypt when God killed the first-born of every Egyptian family, but "passed over" the Jews, who had applied the blood of a freshly slaughtered lamb to the door frames of their houses as a sign (Ex. 12:1-30). The meal eaten on that night, and annually in the feast, consisted of herbs, bread and the lamb. The significance of the Passover is that the bread (Mt. 26:26) and the lamb (Jn. 1:29, 36; 1 Cor. 5:7; 1 Pet. 1:19) point forward to Jesus and his sacrificial death on the cross. Thus, the elements of the Passover meal were types, historical parallels which anticipated Christ. John mentions the Passover in order to emphasize that the feeding of the multitude, and Jesus’ references to himself as the "living bread" which men must eat to gain life (v. 51), point to the same truth as did the Passover. Both illustrate that Jesus, by virtue of his atoning death on the cross, gives life to all who trust in him. It is by "feeding" on Christ through faith that we gain eternal life and are "passed over" by God’s wrath (1 Thess. 1:10).
vv. 5-6 Jesus’ question exposes the disciples’ inability to meet the needs of the people from their own resources. They need to understand that their only sufficiency for ministry is in Christ (Jn. 15:5; 2 Cor. 3:5-6).
vv. 14-15 "Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world . . . " The prophet which the crowd has in mind is the one foretold by Moses (Dt. 18:15-19). Although they were correct in their limited understanding of Jesus’ identity, they misunderstood his mission. He did not come to establish the kind of political kingdom they expected, but one which was primarily spiritual in character (Jn. 18:36; see notes on Jn. 3:3).
vv. 16-21 At first glance, it may seem unclear how this account fits into the narrative after the feeding of the five thousand. But if the feeding miracle is linked with the Passover (see notes on v. 4), then Jesus’ walking on the water can be linked with an event which took place immediately after the Passover: God’s parting of the Red Sea for Israel to pass through in their escape from Egypt (Ex. 14:13-31; Ps. 77:19-20; Isa. 51:10). This implies that God, who demonstrated his authority over creation by parting the sea, and Jesus, who demonstrates the same authority by walking on the sea, are one (see Matt. 8:24-27; also Ps. 65:7; 89:9; 107:23-30). 
Another aspect of this event is that the sea is often viewed in the Old Testament as representative of evil and chaos. When God brought order out of chaos in the creation, he established boundaries for the sea (Gen. 1:6-10; Job. 38:8-11), and when God judged the earth in the days of Noah, it was these waters which covered the earth and extinguished all life (Gen. 7:17-23). Thus, God’s miracle of parting the sea, and Jesus’ miracle of walking on the sea, both symbolize God’s power to defeat the forces of evil and save His people (see Col. 2:15).


1


4


3

image1.gif




image10.gif




image2.gif




