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Day One
This week is a study of the blind leading the blind … the formerly blind leading the spiritually blind. The challenge is to see ourselves the way we really are, rather than the way we would like to be. It is possible that like Jesus’ disciples, our assumptions have come from our own spiritual blindness rather than from God's truth.
Father, 
Show me the ways that I am blind like the disciples and the Pharisees. Make my eyes to see as you see … truth and people in need.
Amen
1. What error did the disciples make about this man’s  blindness (v.3)?  
2. What did Jesus mean by “as long as there is daylight” (vs.4-5)? 

3. Why did he put mud on the man’s eyes (vs. 6-12)? 

What false assumptions have you made about the cause of misfortune in the lives of others?

Day Two
No one can be confronted with the truth about Jesus and remain neutral. He did not permit it then, nor does he permit it now. The life of Jesus demands a verdict from every man.
Father, 
You are the One who establishes the way to be in right relation to Yourself, not men. Help me to examine my own pre-conceived notions of religion in light of Your revelation of salvation through the Word.
Amen 
4. Why was he brought to the Pharisees (v. 13-14)? 

5. What was their conclusion (v.16)? 

6. What was the man’s opinion of Jesus (v.17)? 

How have you imposed your religious rules upon God's working?

Day Three
Religion is not something practiced in isolation. The Pharisees set the rules for righteousness through their dominance of the synagogue. While they thought their rules were scriptural, they really were excuses for them to sin and be righteous about it.
Father,
Confront me with my own blindness to my own sin. Show me how religious fear has kept me from Your true religion … faith in Jesus and the miraculous work You do in those who believe.
Amen
7. Why did they ask his parents about his blindness (v.18-19)? 
8. How did they reply and why (v.20-23)? 

9. What was the man’s answer (v.24-34)?

How do people today bow down to the religious rules established by others?

Day Four
Jesus once said that those who are not against us are for us. The formerly blind man is an example of someone who knew the truth about Jesus before he believed in Him. He was a staunch defender without being a believer. In a sense, he was blind, but had led the spiritually blind to the truth about Jesus.
Father, 
Help me to see people as You see them. Show me where they … and I am in the process of walking with Your Son, Jesus. Use me to lead others to yourself and to confront the blindness in this world.
Amen 
10. When did Jesus ask the man of his belief in the Son of Man (v.35)? 
11. After he realized who Jesus was, what was his response (v.36-38)?
12. Why did Jesus come into the world (v.39)? 

How do you feel about this enlightening and blinding work of Jesus?

Day Five
At the Judgment Seat, people’s own words will be used to convict them. This encounter between the Lord and these Pharisees is instructive.
Lord,
You alone are righteous. I am guilty of sin and unable to pay my debt. I cannot free myself, but I believe You alone can free me and forgive all my transgressions.
Amen 
13. What was the Pharisees response (v.40)? 
14. What does his answer say about them (v.41)? 

Have you seen your guilt for sin, accepted it, and turned it over to Jesus as your only hope of salvation?

Bonus Material
v. 1 blind from birth . . . This detail points to the fact that all men are spiritually blind from birth, since in this passage physical blindness is symbolic of spiritual blindness (see vv. 34, 39-41). It also emphasizes the fact that the man’s blindness was not partial, but absolute. In the same way, we would be completely "blind," unable to understand and accept spiritual truth, unless God had opened our eyes (Jn. 6:44; Acts 26:17-18; 1 Cor. 2:12-14).
v. 2 "who sinned, this man or his parents . . . " The disciples wrongly assume that the man’s suffering must be the direct result of personal sin. Although this sometimes is the case (Num. 12:1-15; Acts 5:1-11; 12:21-23; 1 Cor. 11:27-31), it is not always true (Job 1:1-22; Jn. 11:1-4; 2 Cor. 12:7) [see notes on Jn. 5:14].
v. 3 "this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life . . . " Jesus reveals that the man’s blindness was not due to his own or his parent’s sin. Rather, he had been born blind, in the sovereignty of God, so that God might demonstrate His power through him (see Jn. 11:4). While in this case God glorified Himself through healing, at other times He glorifies Himself by giving grace to persevere in the midst of suffering (2 Cor. 12:7; Jas. 1:2-4; 1 Pet. 1:6-7).
v. 4 "Night is coming, when no one can work." This likely refers to the time of spiritual darkness between Jesus’ ascension into heaven and the day of Pentecost (see Jn. 12:35). During this time, the disciples could not work, but could only wait for the promised Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8).
vv. 5-7 The healing does more than demonstrate Jesus’ miraculous powers; it illustrates the fact that Jesus is the "light of the world" (Jn. 8:12), who gives spiritual illumination to those who trust in him. His unique ability to heal a man born blind points to the fact that he alone can open men’s eyes to the truth and free them from their inborn spiritual blindness (see v. 32). Not only that, but the receiving of sight by the blind is one of the prophesied signs of the dawning of the messianic age (Is. 35:5; 42:7; see Mt. 11:1-5). Note that, as in the healing of the man at the pool of Bethesda (Jn. 5:1-15), the initiative rests completely with Jesus. John does not even record that any conversation takes place between Jesus and the man before Jesus applies the paste to his eyes. His only action was to obey Jesus’ command to go and wash.
v. 7 "wash in the Pool of Siloam (this word means Sent) . . . " It seems likely that John inserts this explanation in order to draw a connection between the physical healing which this man received from washing in the pool, and the spiritual healing which believers receive through Jesus Christ, who was "sent" by God (v. 4). vv. 10-11 When asked about his healing, the man can only give the bare facts of the case. At this point, he does not appear to possess any insight into Jesus’ identity or the source of his healing powers.
v. 13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind . . . This introduces the dialogue between the Pharisees and the man whom Jesus had healed. Note that the during this dialogue the Pharisees, who believed themselves to have great insight into spiritual matters, become increasingly "blind" to the truth; while the man who had been blind becomes more and more convinced that Jesus is from God (see vs. 39).
v. 16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath . . . " Once again Jesus and the Pharisees come into conflict over the Sabbath (see Jn. 5:9-18; 7:19-24). Some of the Pharisees reject Jesus because the manner in which he performed his miracle conflicts with the Mishnah, their oral interpretation of the Law of Moses. In this case, they consider healing to be a violation of the law against working on the Sabbath (Ex. 20:8-11; Dt. 5:12-15). They also may have viewed making a mud paste as a kind of kneading, which was considered to be forbidden on the Sabbath. When they discuss whether Jesus is "from God," they are not considering whether he came down from heaven; they are only referring to whether he is a prophet, i.e. whether his power and message come from God.
"How can a sinner do such miraculous signs? . . ." Their assumption, that no one could perform miracles except by the power of God, is false. Although Jesus did point to miracles as supporting his claim to deity (Jn. 10:38; 14:11), miracles in and of themselves are not sufficient evidence of divine blessing. Not all supernatural power is from God; there are other spiritual powers at work in the world. The critical issue is whether the life and message of the miracle-worker is in harmony with the Scriptures (Dt. 13:1-5; Mt. 7:21-23, 24:24; 2 Thess. 2:9; 1 Jn. 4:1-3).
v. 17 The man replied, "He is a prophet . . ." The contrast here between the unschooled beggar, who understands at least that Jesus is a prophet, and the highly educated Pharisees, who reject Jesus, is a vivid illustration of the principle that it is not natural intelligence or wisdom that draws one to Christ, but the sovereign call of God (Jn. 6:44; 1 Cor. 1:18-31).
vv. 18-19 The Pharisees summon the man’s parents in hopes of finding holes in his testimony which will allow them to reject the evidence for the miracle. Their stubborn refusal to believe his testimony (see vv. 26-27) demonstrates that their blindness is not only natural, but voluntary. They are both unable and unwilling to see the truth (see Jn. 5:40; 7:17).
vv. 20-23 The Pharisees’ questioning puts the parents in a difficult position. They cannot deny that their son has been healed, and they are most likely aware of how it happened. But to affirm Jesus’ miraculous powers would put them in danger of being excommunicated from the synagogue (as their son later was, vs. 34). So they plead ignorance and refer the Pharisees back to their son.
v. 24 "Give glory to God . . . " This means something like, "Before God, tell the truth about what happened" (see Josh. 7:19). The Pharisees cannot believe that Jesus, whom they consider to be a sinner, has performed a miracle. So they urge the man to admit that he has either lied or has withheld some critical piece of information from them.
"We know this man is a sinner . . . " The Pharisees are not merely saying that Jesus is less than perfect. "Sinner" in this case is equivalent to "ungodly". They consider Jesus to be someone who openly flouts the law of Moses; someone whose sin is greater than that of other men. This is the opposite of the truth (see Jn. 8:46; Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 2:22; 1 Jn. 3:5).
v. 25 "One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see! . . . " The theological arguments of the religious leaders cannot shake the man’s conviction that he has experienced a healing miracle.
vv. 26-27 The Pharisees ask the man to repeat his story, hoping that he will contradict himself or say something that will permit them to disregard the miracle. By now, it is obvious that they have no interest in an unbiased examination of the evidence. Their only interest is in discrediting the man’s testimony. His response to their hypocrisy is to become sarcastic and defiant.
v. 28 "We are disciples of Moses! . . . " The Pharisees claim to be followers of Moses, but they are not; if they truly were followers of Moses, they would have believed Jesus (see Jn. 5:46).
v. 31 "We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will . . . " In general, this is true (see Ps. 66:18; Pr. 15:29; 1 Pet. 3:7; 1 Jn. 3:21-22). This is not because we earn God’s favor through our obedience. We offer our prayers, and God hears them, because of Christ’s atoning sacrifice and continuing intercession on our behalf (see Heb. 4:14-16). But God responds to faith, and obedience is the outward expression of faith (Jn. 14:15; 1 Jn. 2:3).
v. 35 and when he found him . . . Jesus seeks the man out in order to lead him to a more complete understanding of, and faith in, Himself. In this scene, we have an illustration of the principle that following Christ means joining Him "outside the camp, bearing His reproach" (Heb. 13:13). As the world rejected Christ, it will reject his followers (Jn. 15:20).
vv. 37-38 In response to the man’s request that he identify who the "Son of Man" is, Jesus reveals his identity. Immediately the man expresses faith and worships him (literally, bows down before him). It is difficult to know precisely what the man understood at this point, but his act of worship indicates that he understood something of Jesus’ divine nature. In addition, the title "Son of Man" points to Jesus’ identity as the one who reveals God to man and redeems man.
v. 39 "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind . . . " Jesus reveals the two-pronged nature of his ministry: to open the eyes of those who acknowledge their own spiritual need, and to confirm the blindness of those who think they see, who falsely consider themselves to be spiritually self-sufficient. In other words, the purpose for which Jesus came was not only to open eyes, but to close them (see Mk. 4:11-12; Jn. 12:37-40; Rom. 9:18). By its very nature, the truth divides; the same light attracts some and repels others (Jn. 3:19-21; 2 Cor. 2:16).
v. 41 "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains . . . " If the Pharisees had recognized their own spiritual blindness, they would not have committed the sin of rejecting Christ; but their spiritual arrogance has blinded them to the truth, and thus they do not seek or receive forgiveness.
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