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John 2:1-25


Day One
Everybody loves a wedding. If everything goes smoothly then it is a beautiful time, but if not, it makes for great stories. What is something funny that you remember happening at a wedding?

Father,
Help me to see Your Son in His glory. I want to know Him more fully that I might understand You and rejoice in Your gift of eternal life.
Amen
1. Who invented marriage (Genesis 2:18-24)? 


2. What does Jesus mean by His “hour” (2:4; 12:23-27; 13:1)? 


3. How would you characterize Jesus’ relationship with his mother (2:3-5; 2:12; 19:25-27)? 


What do you conclude from the instruction Jesus’ mother give to the servants? 
Day Two
The miracles in John’s Gospel are called signs. As such they have a meaning beyond the simple facts that they did happen. Today we want to delve into the significance of this sign.
Father, 
You want me to believe that Your Son, Jesus, is the rightful ruler of my life and our world. Help me to see and to respond to the truth by believing.
Amen 
4. What was John’s purpose in including this account of Jesus’ first miracle (20:30-31)? 

5. How did the original four disciples interpret this miracle? 

Is it possible to ‘grow in faith’? 
Day Three
As the Son of the Father, Jesus was intensely loyal to God. His purpose in coming was to glorify the Father so that people would know the One, whom to know is life everlasting.
Eternal Father, 
You alone are worthy of the glory and praise. You created all things. You have chosen to reveal Your good grace to all people through the rain that falls and through the Son who came. Help me today to see the proper zeal I should have for worship.
Amen
6. Where was Jesus when he did the miracle (2:11; 4:46)? 

7. What major Jewish event was coming up (2:13)? 

8. Why was Jesus angry at the merchants and money-changers in the temple (2:13-16)?.


9. What does Jesus’ act of clearing the temple reveal about him? 


How serious about truly worshipping God are you?
Day Four
An old Southern saying is, “If you throw a rock in among a pack of dogs, the one that yelps is the one you hit.” 
Jesus’ act of clearing out the Temple made a certain group uncomfortable, the Jews. When this term occurs, we have to consider the context to know whether this refers to a particular Jewish person, Jews in general, or if it means the Jewish ruling class as it certainly does in this case.
Lord, 
Give me a humble spirit. When I am wrong, force me to admit it. When I am right, let me be gracious and confront others who are in error graciously with the Truth.
Amen
10. What objection did the Jews raise to Jesus? 

11. What answer did He give? 

12. How did they understand His answer?

13. What did Jesus mean by His answer?


Have there been times when someone rebuked you and you were guilty?
 
Day Five
There have always been false prophets, false teachers, and false brothers among the people of God. It is as true of the Church as it was in Israel. We don’t want to be hateful, but we also do not want to be naïve.
Father, 
Give me the wisdom to recognize those who truly are Your children and those who are simply Christian for their own reasons. Show me where I have tried to make the church what I wanted it to be instead of what You have planned for it to be.
Amen 
14. What was the response of the people to the signs Jesus did (2:23; 4:45)? 

15. What was Jesus’ response to their faith (2:24-25)?  


Have you seen church people hijack the work of the Lord for their own purposes?


Bonus Material
vv. 2:1-11 This section relates Jesus’ first miracle, the changing of water into wine at a wedding in Cana. He did this to reveal his glory; the result was that his disciples put their faith in him (v. 11). As we learn later in the book, John includes this and Jesus’ other miraculous signs in his narrative for just this purpose----that those who learn of them might come to faith in Christ (20:30-31).
v. 3 Jesus’ mother said to him, "They have no more wine" . . . It is unclear exactly what Mary expected of Jesus. Possibly she was hoping for just what happened---- that Jesus would miraculously provide the needed wine. She certainly knew that her son was no ordinary man (see Luke 1:26-2:52). But this explanation seems unlikely, since Jesus’ was not in the habit of performing miracles: in fact, this was the first (v. 11). More likely, she was simply making Jesus aware of the situation and hoping he would do something about it.
v. 4 Dear woman, why do you involve me? Jesus’ response to his mother is courteous, but nevertheless a rebuke. Although Mary has borne and nurtured Jesus, she has no special claim on him. She must come to him on the same basis as everyone else, as a disciple. Jesus demonstrates this when he refers to his disciples as his "brother and sister and mother" (Matt. 12:46-50). Jesus is not responsible to fulfill the expectations which others may have for him, even his own family. His only obligation is to do the will of the Father (see 5:30; 7:1-9).
My time has not yet come . . . Here, as elsewhere in John’s gospel, Jesus is speaking on a spiritual level while his hearers are thinking on a physical level (i.e. his conversations with Nicodemus [3:3-4] and the woman at the well [4:7-15]; see also 4:31-34; 6:30-35; 7:33-36; 16:25).
In this case, Jesus is referring to the "time" when he would glorify the Father through his death (see 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1). How is this related to Mary’s request for more wine? Perhaps Jesus means that he cannot meet this need in an open and dramatic way (see vv. 9, 11), because the time was not right for him to reveal himself through the kind of public miracle that would arouse the wrath of the Jews and lead to his death.
It is also possible to see in this statement a reference to another kind of "wine," Jesus’ blood. The time for this wine to be given had not yet come; it would be poured out at his death (see 6:53-56; Matt. 26:27-28). vv. 6-9 six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing . . . If the wine represents Christ’s blood, then the jars full of water represent the Old Testament Law with its regulations concerning physical washing. The external cleansing required under the law did not in itself wash away sin, since the law was only "a shadow of the good things that are coming--not the realities themselves" (Heb. 10:1; see also Heb. 9:9-10). Rather, these regulations pointed forward to Christ, whose blood is alone able to cleanse from sin (Heb. 9:14, 1 John 1:7; Rev. 7:14).
v. 10 you have saved the best for now . . . In a physical sense, the wine Jesus provided was superior to that which had been served previously; in a symbolic sense, the new covenant inaugurated by Jesus’ blood is superior to the old (Matt. 26:27-28; Heb. 8:6-13; 9:14-15).
vv. 12-17 John reports a temple-clearing near the beginning of his gospel, while the other gospel writers report one near the end of theirs (Matt. 21:12-17; Mk. 11:15-18; Lk. 19:45-46). There are two possible explanations for this. The first is that the event happened once, near the end of Jesus’ ministry, but that John reports it here instead. This would be consistent with the overall style of the gospels, which are often arranged topically, rather than chronologically. Also, verse 12 does not give us any clear idea of how much time has elapsed between miracle at Cana and the clearing of the temple. The second possibility is that Jesus cleared the temple twice, and that John reports only the first event. This second alternative seems to fit better with a natural reading of the text.
vv. 14-16 The men selling animals were providing a service to the worshippers: the animals were to be used in the temple sacrifices, and it was convenient to be able to purchase them at the temple rather than to have to bring them from home. Also, the moneychangers were providing a needed service: they converted the different currencies of the Roman Empire into the specific coinage needed for the temple tax, required of adult Jewish males. Jesus’ objection was not just that these men were cheating people. He objected to the fact that they were in the temple area at all. Conducting commerce in the temple not only distracted the worshippers (try to pray in a crowded barnyard sometime!), but it tended to turn the act of worship into a financial transaction, as if one could purchase God’s love and forgiveness.
v. 19 "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days." . . . John makes it clear that Jesus is speaking of his own death, followed three days later by his resurrection (vv. 21-22). Just as the temple was God’s dwelling-place on the earth, so Jesus was indwelt by God’s Holy Spirit (John 1:33).
Jesus’ identification of his body with the temple also reminds us that it was his death on the cross which rendered the temple obsolete, ending the need for animal sacrifices and opening the way into God’s presence for all believers. In fact, the whole Jewish sacrificial system pointed forward to Christ, anticipating his death and resurrection and his continuing mediatorial work before God for his people (see Heb. 8:1-10:25).
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