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Week 9 
Jesus Heals the Official’s Son
and the Invalid at Bethesda
John 4:43-5:18

Day One
After a very successful ministry amongst the Samaritans, Jesus and his disciples travel into Galilee.  There is a great difference in how Jesus is accepted by his own people as compared to His acceptance amongst the Samaritans. 
Lord, help me recognize Jesus as being the Lord and Savior of the world.  Help me recognize when I become complacent in my faith and fail to recognize the significance of Jesus.
1. Why did the Galileans welcome Christ? (v. 4:45; see also John 2:23)


2. How does this compare to why the Samaritans received him? (v. 4:39-42)


In what ways do people today come to Jesus seeking something other than salvation?
Day Two
Jesus is approached by a nobleman who desperately wants Jesus to heal his son.  At first it seems that Jesus will reject this man’s plea, but then reassures the nobleman that his son lives.  In healing the son this way Jesus shows that He can heal from a distance.  The result for the nobleman’s family is not just a healthy son but believing on Christ.
Lord, I need to put a priority on concerning myself with spiritual healing and not merely on physical healing.  Thank you for the salvation that comes from faith in Jesus Christ.
3. What misconceptions does the royal official have about Jesus? (v. 4:47, 49; compare Matthew 8:5-13)


4. What does the miracle of healing the official’s son "sign"-ify about Jesus?


Am I more interested in trusting Christ as my savior or physically benefiting from a relationship with Christ?

Day Three
After healing from a distance Jesus travels back to Jerusalem and heals a man up close and personal.  The Bible lists no merits of the paralytic that would compel Jesus to choose this person for healing.  This story parallels our own salvation in that there is nothing we have done to merit God’s choosing us.
Lord, let me humbly see your mercy in choosing me to benefit in Salvation.  Help me to praise you and not think of myself as deserving or being more spiritually aware than another, but simply recognize your grace and mercy.
5. Describe the circumstances of Jesus’ healing of the invalid at Bethesda, and beside each one describe how it illustrates the circumstances of our salvation (see Ephesians 2:1-3, 2:8-9).
The man’s physical condition

The part the man played in his healing

Who took the initiative?

The man’s ’worthiness’ to be healed

In light of the circumstances behind the healing of the invalid, how would you evaluate this view of salvation: "We do our best and God does the rest."

Day Four
After being healed, the paralytic is confronted by religious leaders who take notice of the man’s breaking their custom concerning the Sabbath.  
Lord, I want my focus to be on eternal matters and not my own rules.  Your righteousness described in the Bible is good and true.  My own ideas get in the way of recognizing your greatness and majesty.
6. How does the way in which the invalid refers to Jesus differ from the way in which the Jewish authorities refer to him? How do you explain this? (vv. 5:11, 12)

7. What was the most important issue for the Jews in vv. 5:15-16?


Are there rules or customs that I hold important that keep me from appreciating the greatness and authority of Jesus?
. 
Day Five
Jesus answers the religious leaders objections about Jesus healing on the Sabbath.  His answers only further angered and provoked the Jews.  Sometimes people’s misunderstanding of Christ’s words upset them.  Sometimes people understood exactly what Christ was saying and they would become upset.
Lord, help me to understand that the gospel message can be understood and soundly rejected by those who do not believe.  The gospel message has not failed when people reject the message, nor has the massager failed when the message is rejected.
8. What is Jesus answer to the Jews objection to Jesus healing on the Sabbath?

9. Why did the Jews want to kill Jesus even more after Jesus’ response?

10. Were the Jews understanding Jesus correctly?


Do you ever find yourself thinking Jesus is less and God the Father?  If so, how would Jesus respond?



Bonus Material

vv. 4:43-54 This passage contains the second of Jesus’ miraculous signs, which were intended not only to display Jesus’ power, but also to communicate spiritual truth about his identity and mission. In this case, we have a demonstration of his power to give physical life, which points to his ability to give spiritual life as well. An indication that this is the significance of the miracle is found in the content of Jesus’
monologue in Jn. 5:19-29. The passage also presents a case study of the development of faith through the person of the royal official.

v. 44 a prophet has no honor in his own country . . . There is an implied contrast in this verse between Samaria, a Gentile region in which Jesus has just been received as the "Savior of the world," and
Galilee, where his reception is rather lukewarm (see Matt. 13:53-58; Jn. 6:42).
This illustrates the truth of the statement that "he came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him" (Jn. 1:11).

v. 45 the Galileans welcomed him . . . This would seem to contradict Jesus’ statement in the previous verse. However, the "welcome" of the Galileans is superficial. They do not receive Jesus as a prophet, but only as a miracle-worker. They do not welcome him because of his words, as the Samaritans did (Jn. 4:41-42), but becauseof the "miraculous signs" he performed in Jerusalem (Jn. 2:23; 4:48). Later, when
Jesus makes statements they cannot accept, they do not honor him, but grumble and depart from him (Jn. 6:41-42, 66).

v. 47 At this point, the official’s faith is at a superficial level: he has heard that a miracle-worker is in town, and goes to him to seek help for his son. Note that the official asks Jesus to "come" and heal his son; unlike the centurion of Matt. 8:5-13, he does not yet have faith in Jesus’ power to heal through his word alone.

v. 48 "Unless you people see signs and wonders...you will never believe" . . . Jesus rebukes the the Galileans because their faith is dependent on "signs and wonders," rather than the truth of his words. (Jesus may also be referring to the Jews in general; see Jn. 2:18; 6:30; 12:18). Although this verse implies that such "faith" is rather superficial (see Jn. 2:23-25; 6:66), it may serve as a first step toward a more mature faith, as in the case of the royal official (vs. 53; see also
Jn. 10:38; 14:11).

vv. 5:1-14 Here we have another healing miracle. In this case, it is abundantly clear that the person healed is completely helpless; John tells us that he has been an invalid for thirty-eight years. This miracle
illustrates the fact that all men are helpless to do anything to help themselves spiritually; we are by nature spiritual invalids. Only Christ can give healing from sin, and he does so by his grace, not as a result of our own efforts (Eph. 2:1-3, 8-9).

v. 4 This verse is not contained in any of the early Greek manuscripts of John. It reflects a traditional explanation of the cause and significance of the stirring of the waters, and was most likely inserted by a
copyist trying to be helpful.

v. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time . . . The word "learned," which implies that Jesus was told this information, could also be rendered "knew," thus indicating that Jesus’ knowledge of the man’s condition
was supernatural (see Jn. 2:25). Note that no reason is given as to why this one man is selected for healing out of the "great number" who were lying there (vs. 3). This event is thus an example of God’s
sovereign independence in choosing the recipients of his grace (see Rom. 9:14-18). Note also that it is Jesus who takes the initiative in approaching the man, rather than vice versa, giving us an example of
God’s grace in seeking out those who were not seeking Him (see Rom. 10:20).

v. 7 Evidently, the man believed that the first person into the pool after it was stirred up would be healed.

v. 8 "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk" . . . Jesus does not give the man a choice, but simply commands him to get up and walk. His words are both a command and an enablement, for immediately the man is healed (v. 9).

vv. 9-10 "...the law forbids you to carry your mat" . . . The man was in violation of Mishnah, or Jewish oral law, which considered carrying a mat as a kind of "work" prohibited by the fourth commandment (Dt. 5:12-15). The "Jews" referred to here are the Jewish authorities, not the people in general.

vv. 11-13 Note that the man who was healed refers to Jesus as "the man who made me well," but the Jews refer to him as "this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk". Their focus on enforcing the law blinds
them to the fact that a miracle has taken place.

v. 14 "Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you . . . . " Jesus warns the man that if he continues to sin without repenting, something worse than thirty-eight years of paralysis and suffering will happen to him----the final judgment (Jn. 5:28-29). Does this mean that the illness of which the man had been healed was due to some personal sin? We cannot answer this with certainty, because Jesus’ warning concerns the consequences of his future sin, not the cause of his past suffering. On the one hand, there are clearly cases in Scripture where illness or death are the result of personal sin; for example, Miriam (Num. 12:1-15), Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11), Herod (Acts 12:21-23), and those who took the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner (1 Cor. 11:29-30). On the other hand, there are cases where illness is not the result of personal sin; for example, the man born blind (Jn. 9:1-3), and Lazarus (Jn. 11:1-4). 
In the case of the paralytic, Jesus’ words do seem to imply that his affliction was due to his sin. Having said this, some additional points
should be mentioned. First, if every illness or death is not the result of personal sin, then what causes them? Ultimately, the root cause of all illness and death is the sin of Adam (Rom. 5:12). We suffer because we live in a world which is now "under the control of the evil one" (1 Jn. 5:19), although God is ultimately in control of all things (Rom. 8:28). Second, the fact that some people experience judgment in this life does not mean that they are more sinful than others (Lk. 13:1-5; Rom. 3:23). Third, we cannot discern when illness or death may be a result of personal sin; only God knows this (Jn. 9:1-3). Finally, and most important, there is a fundamental difference in the purposes for
which God allows suffering. For the unbeliever, it represents God’s punishment and wrath (Jn. 3:36; Rom. 1:18). For the believer, it constitutes God’s loving discipline and is designed to correct, not punish (see 1 Cor. 11:31-32; Heb. 12:5-11; Rev. 3:19).
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