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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
John 8:12-59

Day One
Last week we saw that Jesus was the one who would give us the Holy Spirit as living water. Now we will see that Jesus is also the Light of the World.
Father,
People get hurt and even killed when they walk in darkness. I believe that Jesus is the true light I need. There are so many dangers in this world. Teach me this week the truth so that I may shine a light on those errors which could trip me up.
Amen
1. What is the result of following Him (8:12)? 

2. How did He answer the Pharisees’ objection (8:13-18)? 


3. How can people know the Father (8:19)? 




From what you have studied so far in John, what would you say the Father is like?


Day Two
Everyone is going to die, but some people are going to die in their sin. The end result of this will be an eternity separated from good. There is no more important issue than to hear what God says about Jesus.
Father,
I want a relationship with You like the one You had with Your Son Jesus. I am listening to what You have to say through Your servant about the Son and how to have eternal life.
Amen 
4. What is necessary to escape dying in your sins (8:21-24)?  

5. How would you describe the relationship between Jesus and the Father (8:25-29)? 

What has the Father been saying to you through your study of this Gospel?
Day Three
Our bondage to sin is largely with chains that we have forged ourselves by not believing the Truth. The saddest situation of all are those who are slaves and don’t know it.
Father, 
Show me where sin has enslaved me and show me the Truth about the freedom that only comes from You. Free me to serve you!
Amen 
6. What is the benefit of the truth (8:30-32)? 

7. What enslaves people (8:33-34)? 
8. How can people have a lasting freedom (8:35-36)? 

In what area did God show you that you are still a slave to sin?

Day Four
Religion is not the same as relationship. We must be careful that in pursuing God we substitute our ideas for His ways.
Father,
It is You I want, not a false image, but You. I believe that You have the right to set the terms by which You receive people as Your children. Let me listen today to hear Your will.
Amen 
9. How did the Jews demonstrate that the Devil was their Father (8:37-44)? 

10. Why did they not hear God's word (8:44-47)? 

Are you listening to God through the words of Jesus, or are you seeking to establish a relationship with Him on your own terms?

Day Five
Honoring Jesus is the only hope of salvation. Today as we study listen carefully and practice praise.
Father, 
Show me how worthy of honor Jesus is and teach me to honor Him in all You give me to do.
Amen 
11. How did they dishonor Jesus (8:48-50)? 

12. What did Jesus say was necessary to escape death (8:51)? 

13. Why did they try to kill Jesus (8:52-59)? 

How can you honor Jesus as God?
Bonus Material
vv. 1-11 This section, which contains the story of the woman caught in adultery, does not occur in the earliest copies of the gospel of John, and is judged by most scholars not to have been originally a part of the book. Therefore, we cannot accept it as the authoritative word of God, and any lessons we draw from it must be confirmed by other Scripture. However, it represents a traditional account of an event which, although not recorded by John, probably did actually happen.
v. 12 "I am the light of the world . . . " This statement is rich in symbolism, connecting Jesus with Old Testament passages which refer to God and His word as "light" (see Ps. 27:1; 119:105). In Exodus, God appeared to the people of Israel in a pillar of fire, giving them light to lead them during their forty years in the desert (Ex. 13:21-22). The presence of God also produced a glorious light in the tabernacle and later in the temple (Ex. 40:34-38; 2 Ch. 7:1-3). In Isaiah, the metaphor of light is used to refer to God’s coming Servant, whom He would appoint:
". . . a light to the Gentiles
	To open eyes that are blind,
To free captives from prison
	and to release from the dungeon
	those who sit in darkness." 
(Isa. 42:6-7; see Isa. 49:6, Lk. 2:32)
Therefore, when Jesus refers to himself as the light, he is not only claiming to be the source of revelation, knowledge, and wisdom; he is identifying himself with God, the word of God, and the Servant of God foretold in Isaiah (see also Jn. 1:4-9). Note that Jesus does not offer to lead people to the light; rather, he states that he is the light and invites people to come to him. Note also that Jesus does not refer to himself as "a" light, but as "the" light; there is no true light but Jesus Christ (see Jn. 14:6).
v. 13 "Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid . . ." The Pharisees attempt to use Jesus’ own statements against him in order to invalidate his claim to be the "light of the world". But they have taken his words out of context. The point of Jesus’ prior statement was not the legal admissibility of his testimony in a court of law, but the fact that his claims concerning himself must agree with the witness of the Father in order to be valid (see notes on 5:31). As usual, Jesus’ opponents are concerned with legal technicalities, while Jesus is concerned with the law’s true purpose. Here, his opponents are concerned that the legal requirements for valid testimony be met, while Jesus is concerned with the truth of the testimony itself.
v. 14 "Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going . . . " In order to speak the truth about Jesus’ identity, one would have to know his origin and destination. Jesus knew both about himself. The Pharisees knew neither, because they did not believe that he had come from God and would return to Him (Jn. 9:29; 16:28).
v. 15-16 "I pass judgment on no one. But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone . . . . " The apparent contradiction in Jesus’ words is caused by two different meanings of the term "judge". 
The first meaning is to "condemn," and Jesus did not come to condemn, but to save (Jn. 3:17; 12:47). In this sense, he passed judgment on no one during his earthly ministry; he will not execute this kind of judgment until after the resurrection (Jn. 5:22, 25-29). However, although the purpose of Jesus’ first coming was not to condemn, he does provoke self-condemnation among those who reject him (Jn. 3:18; 9:39).
The second meaning is to "evaluate," and in this sense Jesus does judge (see v. 26). Whenever Jesus evaluates a person or situation, his judgment inevitably proves to be correct, because it is in harmony with that of the Father. Therefore, Jesus’ judgment of himself is true (v. 18). vv. 17-18 Even with regard to legal technicalities, the testimony of Jesus is valid, because the Father satisfies the requirement of a corroborating second witness (see Dt. 19:15).
v. 19 "You do not know me or my Father . . . . If you knew me, you would know my Father also . . . " This verse complements 5:37-38, which states that if they had known the Father, they would have received His Son. Here he states that if they knew the Son, they would know the Father. Jesus and the Father are one in being and purpose; to know either of them is to know the other as well (Jn. 14:7-11).
vv. 21-22 In these verses, we have essentially a repetition of 7:33-36. In both, Jesus states that he is going away, referring to his death, and predicts that the Jews would look for him but not find him. This most likely means that they would continue seeking the Messiah after Jesus had ascended into heaven, never realizing that in him the Messiah had already come and gone. As a result, they would die in their sin (v. 22; see 7:34). This "sin" is the sin of unbelief, which causes their other "sins" to be unforgiven as well (see v. 24; 3:18).
v. 23 "You are of this world, I am not of this world ..." Jesus’ true home is not this sinful world in rebellion against its Creator, but heaven. In the same way, his disciples are "in" the world, but not "of" it (Jn.17:16). They are no longer subject to Satan, the ruler of this world (Jn. 12:31, 16:11; Eph. 2:2, 6:12), but have been transferred into Christ’s kingdom (Col. 1:13).
v. 24 "if you do not believe that I am . . . you will indeed die in your sins ... " (The NIV inserts "the one I claim to be" after "I am," but these words are separated by typographical marks to indicate that they are supplied by the translator and are not in the Greek text; also in v. 28.) The phrase "I am" (Greek ego eimi) is an allusion to God’s self-identification in Ex. 3:14 and Isaiah (Isa. 41:4; 43:10-13; 48:12), where the Greek version of the Old Testament, the Septuagint, uses the same phrase (ego eimi) for God’s "I am". In other words, Jesus is claiming to be God, and one must believe that he is God in order to be saved. The fact that this is what Jesus is saying, even though his hearers do not understand him (v. 25), is evident from the way they react when he makes his meaning more clear in v. 58, "Before Abraham was born, I am!" There, they attempt to stone him for what they judge to be blasphemy.
v. 31 To the Jews who had believed him ... It is apparent that these people do not possess genuine faith: they are still slaves of sin (vv. 32, 34); they reject Jesus’ word (vv. 37, 43, 45-46); they are ready to kill him (vv. 37, 40, 59); they are not the spiritual heirs of Abraham, but are sons of the devil (vv. 38-44); they do not love Jesus (v. 42); and they do not belong to God or know Him (vv. 47, 55). They had "believed" Jesus in the sense that they believed his teaching; they believed certain things about him. But mere agreement with the facts about Jesus, or intellectual assent to the truth, is not sufficient for salvation (see Jas. 2:19). Genuine faith involves repentance and trust. This is not to say that the content of our faith is unimportant: there are some facts we must believe about Jesus in order to have faith in him (see 8:24; 20:31). But a change of heart is also necessary.
"If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples . . . " The Greek word translated "hold to" carries the idea of "abide in," or "remain". Genuine faith is faith which perseveres, or continues on through one’s life (Heb. 3:6, 14; 1 Jn. 2:19; 2 Jn. 9; Rev. 2:26). Several things should be noted about this doctrine. First, perseverance is not a condition of salvation; we are saved eternally at the moment we believe. Perseverance follows salvation and testifies to its reality. Second, perseverance does not imply sinlessness. Rather, it means that although believers may fall into sin, they will not abandon the faith. Finally, the strength to persevere comes from God and not ourselves; He is the one who ensures that those who have trusted in Christ will endure to the end (Jn. 10:27-30; 17:11-12, 15; Rom. 8:35-39; 1 Cor. 1:7-9; 10:13; Phlp. 1:6; 2 Tim. 1:12; 1 Pet. 1:3-5; Jude 1, 24-25).
v. 32 "Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free ... " The truth Jesus is speaking of is truth about God. This truth comes through Jesus Christ, because he alone is the true revelation of God (Jn. 1:14, 18: 14:6-11; Heb. 1:1-3), and this truth can be known only by genuine disciples of Christ (v. 31; see notes on 7:17).
v. 33 "We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone ..." It is possible that the Jews are referring to political freedom, for although the nation of Israel had been in subjection to many kingdoms throughout its history, at that time they lived under a Roman government which allowed them a great deal of independence and religious freedom. However, from their reference to Abraham, it seems more likely that they are referring to the special status they enjoyed as members of God’s chosen people (see Dt. 7:6-10). Since they belonged to the One who was king over all the earth, then in a spiritual sense they were rulers, not slaves.
v. 34 "everyone who sins is a slave to sin ... " Jesus makes clear that the kind of slavery he is talking about is not political, but spiritual; it is slavery to sin.
vv. 35-36 "Now a slave has no permanent place in the family ..." The Jews thought they were guaranteed God’s favor because they were sons of Abraham. However, those who rejected Christ were not true sons of Abraham, but slaves to sin, whose position of privilege in God’s household could be revoked at any time (see Matt. 8:11-12; 21:33-43; 22:1-14). " ... but a son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed ...." Jesus possesses the privileges of a first-born son over all of creation, including the right to free slaves (see Jn. 3:35; Col. 1:15). The result is true freedom from sin’s power and authority (Rom. 6:1-23; 8:2; Gal. 5:1).
v. 37 "I know you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you have no room for my word ..." Jesus acknowledges that his opponents are descended from Abraham in a physical sense. But their behavior demonstrates that they are not the spiritual heirs of Abraham; if they were, they would not respond to God’s word by trying to kill the one who reveals it to them (vv. 39-40). Abraham’s true offspring are not those who have his blood in their veins but those who have his faith in their hearts (Rom. 2:28-29; 4:16-17; 9:6-8; Gal. 3:16; 5:21-31).
v. 38 "I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you do what you have heard from your father ..." The principle of "like father, like son" applies both to Jesus and his opponents. His words and deeds were always in perfect agreement with those of his Father (Jn. 5:19; 12:49-50); while the deeds of his opponents were in harmony with those of their father the devil (vv. 41, 44; see 1 Jn. 3:7-10).
v. 41 "We are not illegitimate children .... The only Father we have is God himself ..." By their claim not to be illegitimate, these Jews may be alluding to Jesus’ own (supposed) illegitimacy, since his mother, Mary, became pregnant by the Holy Spirit before she and Joseph were married. This would make Jesus a bastard in the eyes of those who did not know of, or did not believe, Mary’s account of the conception (see Mt. 1:18-25). The Jews’ claim to have God as their Father is based on several passages which speak of God as the Father of Israel (Ex. 4:22; Dt. 32:6; Isa. 64:8; Jer. 31:9). But those Scriptures do not apply, because these Jews are not true sons of Abraham.
v. 42 "If God were your Father, you would love me ..." It is impossible to know God as one’s Father and not love Christ (1 Jn. 5:1). 
v. 43 "Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say ..." By "hear," Jesus means not only "understand," but also "accept and obey." The communication problem between Jesus and his opponents is not due to Jesus’ inability to speak clearly; it is due to their inability to receive spiritual truth. This inability is not primarily intellectual, but moral and spiritual: they do not "hear" Jesus’ words, and indeed they cannot hear them, because they do not belong to God (v. 47; see 1 Cor. 2:14). Because of this spiritual blindness, which is common to all men, it is impossible for anyone to accept Christ as Savior unless God by his grace enables him to "hear" and accept the gospel (Jn. 6:44, 65).
vv. 44-47 Jesus identifies two ways in which his opponents’ behavior is in harmony with the devil’s desires. First, "He was a murderer from the beginning ..." It was Satan who tempted Adam and Eve into sin and thus caused their deaths and the death of the whole human race (Gen. 3:1-24; Rom. 5:12). The Jews’ desire to kill Jesus (v. 40) shows their likeness to the devil in this area.
Second, "there is no truth in him ... he is a liar and the father of lies ...." The devil has always been a liar, beginning with Eve in the garden (Gen. 3:4), and there is no truth in him. In the same way, these Jews do not possess the truth, because they have rejected it in the person of Jesus Christ (vv. 45-46).
v. 45 "Because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!" The Jews do not reject Jesus’ words in spite of their truth, but because they are true. In other words, they would gladly accept lies, but the truth they could not accept.
v. 46 "Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?" The implied challenge in Jesus’ statement is this: if they could not prove him to be a sinner (as they could not), then they ought to be willing to accept his words as true. Jesus’ perfect holiness is demonstrated, not only by his opponents’ silence in response to this challenge, but by his boldness in issuing it (see 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 2:22; 1 Jn. 3:5).
v. 48 "you are a Samaritan and demon possessed ..." Since they cannot win their argument with Jesus, the Jews resort to name-calling. In doing this, they are guilty of blasphemy (Mk. 3:22-30), the same sin for which they attempt to stone Jesus (vv. 58-59).
v. 51 "if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death ..." To "keep Jesus’ word" does not imply sinless perfection, but rather a fundamental belief and faith in his word, which produces a life characterized by obedience (see v. 31; 1 Jn. 1:5-2:6). Obedience does not earn life; rather, obedience and life are both the results of a change which God makes in the believer, a change which is both permanent and completely by grace. The promise in this verse refers to escape, not from physical death, but from spiritual death (see Jn. 5:24; 6:47; 11:25-26). However, the Jews, in their typical pattern, interpret it in a purely literal and physical way (v. 52).
v. 53 "Are you greater than our father Abraham? ..." They expect a negative answer, but ironically, they are actually testifying to the truth, for Jesus was far greater than Abraham (Jn. 4:12).
v. 56 "Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day ..." The specific incident being referred to is not clear; perhaps when Abraham rejoiced over the birth of his son Isaac (Gen. 21:6) he looked forward to the time when God would bless all the nations of the earth through him, a promise which was fulfilled in Christ (Gal. 3:8). Or perhaps Jesus is not referring to any passage in Scripture, but to his own knowledge of Abraham’s hope in the coming of the messianic age (Heb. 11:11-16).
v. 58 "Before Abraham was, I am ..." Note that Jesus does not say, "before Abraham was, I was," which would only imply that he came into existence before Abraham was born. Rather, he makes a direct claim to deity, identifying himself with Yahweh, the "I am" of the Old Testament (Ex. 3:14; Isa. 41:4; 43:10-13; 48:12; notes on 8:24). v. 59 Until this point, the Jews have managed to interpret Jesus’ statements in a way which would not force them to deal directly with his claims to divine sonship, but they can do so no longer. Clearly understanding Jesus’ claim to deity, they pick up stones to stone him for blasphemy. The only other option would be to repent of their sin and fall down at his feet in worship, and they would rather die (literally) than do that.
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