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Week 4
The First Four Disciples
John 1:35-51


Day One
When people witness to the truth of God, other people respond. Some do reject (1:10-11), but others are ready and eager to find out about the Father.
Lord, 
Prepare my heart to follow You. I want to be a learner who discovers the grace and the truth that You reveal.  
Amen.
1. Who were the two disciples (1:35)? 

2. What did John say that sparked their interest (1:36)? 


3. What did Jesus say to them (1:38-39)? 

What is it about Jesus that most convinces you that He is the Christ, the Son of God?


Day Two
When we discover Jesus, there is a burning desire that our loved ones, our friends come to know Him as well. God has placed each of us in a circle for the purpose of spreading the Light.
Father, 
Remind me of the people in my family and in my circle of friends and acquaintances who need to also seek out Jesus.
Amen
4. What was Andrew’s first thought (1:40-41)? 


5. What did he tell Simon? 

"Messiah” is the Greek way of writing the sounds of the Hebrew word “mashiach.” When we try to convey the sound a word from one language makes using the alphabet of another language we call this transliteration. John is careful to explain for the Greek reader that “Messiah” means the same thing as the Greek word “Christ.” It means ‘anointed one’ and refers to God's chosen king.
6. What did Jesus call Simon (1:42)?

If Jesus were to give you a nickname that describes who He has made you and what you are becoming, what would that be?

Day Three
Some seek out Jesus because of a witness, others are sought by friends, but some Jesus sought out personally. Perhaps these are ones who have given up on the search.
Lord, 
Help me to remember those who have become cynical about religion to the point that they are even turned off by the Church. Make me one of the people who can approach them with an invitation to the Lord Jesus Christ.														Amen
7. What did Jesus say to Philip (1:43)? 
8. Where was Philip from (1:44)? Locate this on the map in the previous study. 

9. What was Nathanael’s response to Philip (1:46)? 

Nathanael was from Cana in Galilee (21:2). He is not mentioned in the Synoptic Gospels and is usually identified as Bartholomew which literally means “son of Tholomaios” and which may be what we would consider a surname.
For some, Jesus doesn’t seem to be the answer to the questions they are asking. Like Nathanael, they are cynical for various reasons. Some question whether a Jew, particularly one from Nazareth could be the Promised One (7:41). He may have had personal experience with the reputation of the people from Nazareth. For whatever reason for their skepticism, the real solution is an invitation to meet Jesus and find out what He is really like.
What is it that makes it harder for you to believe that Jesus is the One God has chosen to run your life?


[bookmark: _GoBack]Day Four
Meeting Jesus can answer the questions of the honest skeptic. A lot of people have rejected a caricature of Jesus rather than looking at the Gospel accounts trying to figure out the man and His real message.
Lord,
Help me to balance critical thinking with an honest hearing of what Jesus says about Himself and how He goes about proving the truth of His claims. I want to ‘see’ Jesus and build my faith on His reality rather than other people’s skepticism.
Amen
10. What did Jesus say about Nathanael (1:47)? 

11. Where was Nathanael when Philip called him (1:50)? 

12. What did Jesus say in response to Nathanael’s declaration (1:51)? 



How have you seen your understanding of who Jesus is grow in the past four weeks of study?




Bonus Material
v. 39  the tenth hour … Approximately 4 p.m. 
v. 41 We have found the Messiah . . . In the language of the Old Testament (Hebrew), "Messiah" literally means "anointed one.” Anointing with oil was used throughout the Old Testament to set apart those who were chosen by God for special service, such as kings, priests, and prophets. Christ was each of these things, but the title here probably refers to his identity as the promised king from David’s line whose reign would never end (Is. 11:1-5; Luke 1:32). This reign of Christ began with his resurrection and ascension into heaven (Acts 2:29-36), and will be consummated when he returns to earth at the end of the present age.
v. 42 Cephas is Aramaic for “rock” which in Greek is Peter.
v. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him . . . This is one of several examples John gives of the importance of personal witness in bringing people to Christ: John the Baptist directed two of his own disciples to Jesus (1:35-37); Andrew brought his brother Simon Peter (1:40-42); and Philip brought Nathanael. This theme is also stressed in John’s first letter (1 John 1:1-3).
Nathanael . . . probably another name for the apostle Bartholomew (see Matt. 10:3). the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote . . . Christ was anticipated in the Old Testament; he himself affirmed this (Luke 24:27,44; John 5:39). "The Law" can refer to all of Moses’ writings (the first five books of the Bible), not just the legal statutes. Together, "the law and the prophets" were used to refer to the whole Old Testament (see Matt. 7:12).
v. 46 "Come and see" . . . The invitation which Philip gives Nathanael is also an invitation from John, the author of this gospel, to the reader. John’s intention is that those who read his gospel "may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name" (20:31).
vv. 47-49 Nathanael had been invited to come and see Jesus, but it is Jesus who "sees" him, revealing a supernatural knowledge of Nathanael’s character and activities. The result is that Nathanael in turn "sees" Jesus and understands who he is. you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel . . . These two titles are closely linked. It is likely that Nathanael understood the title "Son of God" to refer to the Messiah: God had promised David that He would establish an eternal kingdom ruled over by a king from David’s own line, saying "I will be his father, and he will be my son" (2 Sam. 7:14). Further, the Psalmist spoke of the relationship between God and His anointed king as that of a father and son (Ps. 2:7). This connection is further supported by Jesus himself, who understood his sonship as essential unity with God (John 5:17-23; 10:30-39).
vv. 50-51 you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man . . . It seems that Jesus is here alluding to an incident in the life of Jacob (whose name was later changed to "Israel") in which Jacob had a dream and saw a stairway connecting heaven and earth, with angels ascending and descending on it (Gen. 28:10-12). By identifying himself with Jacob’s ladder, Jesus is indicating that he is the one who connects heaven and earth: being both fully divine and fully human, he is the "one mediator between God and men" (1 Tim. 2:5).
v. 51 Truly, truly a saying used by Jesus twenty-five times in seventeen statements in the Gospel (1:51; 3:3,5,11; 5:19; 5:24-25; 6:26,32,47,53; 8:34; 8:51; 8:58; 10:1,20; 12:24; 13:16; 13:20; 13:21,38; 14:12; 16:20; 16:23; 21:18).
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