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[bookmark: _Toc428279649]Lesson 2-1
Where Money Comes From
Proverbs 10:1-5
Memorize This Week
	The Lord does not let the righteous go hungry,
		 but he thwarts the craving of the wicked.
- Proverbs 10:3 NIV   

This week we begin a study of one of the major passages that talks about how a wise person deals with money. Because these proverbs are antithetical, i.e., they contrast opposites, they need to be approached with the understanding that more meaning is there than we tend to see on the first reading. 
Day 1 A Parent’s desire (10:1, 5)
One thing we look for is what is called an inclusio which is indicated by a repetition of terms in this case at the beginning of a section and at its end. These two verses form an inclusio because they both deal with the wise and prudent compared with the foolish and disgraceful sons.
1. What terms or phrases are opposites (10:1b)?

2. What terms or phrases are opposites (10:5)?


3.  Which does the father want his son to be and why? 


Pray About This 
Do you think your father desires you to have a good life? 
How would you define a good life for your family?
Day 2 Lasting wealth (10:2)
Everybody needs money, but dollars seem to have wings. For some it seems to go away faster and at a greater rate. 
4. What terms or phrases are opposites (10:2)?

5. Do you think this verse is talking about more than money? 


Pray About This 
What eternal value are you building up as you prepare for retirement?
Day 3 God is sovereign (10:3)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Because we seldom see the passage of time from day to day, we are surprised when we find ourselves older. God’s rule over life can also be very subtle, almost imperceptible until a person is left wondering, “What happened.”
6. How are the terms/phrases opposites (10:3)? 


7. What else is different about this proverb? 

Duane Garrett in his commentary on Proverbs says of this verse, 
Significantly, the text does not attribute the security of the wise strictly to their work habits. Even the most diligent are subject to powers beyond their control. It is the Lord who protects them from the pangs of starvation (v. 3a). Verse 3, standing in the middle of this collection, is crucial. Nothing else the son might ever do can have as positive an impact on his family as a life of faithfulness to God.
Pray About This 
Thank the Lord for His watching out over you.
Day 4 work at it (10:4)
Work counts on the plus side! It is a sure way to provide for yourself and to accumulate resources that you will need. We want to encourage one another to love and good works.
8. What terms or phrases are opposites (10:4)?

9. In your opinion, is the author’s observation true? Why or why not?


[bookmark: _Toc428279655]Pray About This 
Ask the Lord to make you diligent about your work and to bless the work of your hands.  
Day 5 Putting It Together
For our final day of study, we want to recognize that while each proverb can stand alone in its meaning, they do not stand alone. Solomon grouped them to say more together than they each do alone.
10. What is the overall lesson of these five verses? 



Pray About This 
Would Solomon rank me as wise or foolish in the area of diligence and prudence?
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Additional Helps
10:1-22:16 is the second identifiable collection of Solomon’s proverbs (Collecton II). It contains 375 individual sayings. 180 The antithetical proverbs are in the first part (10:1-15:29), i.e., the second line contrasts with the previous line.
10:1   The imperfect tense (“brings joy,” “brings grief”) describes progressive or habitual action which fits the nature of proverbs which are general maxims, and not necessarily absolutes or universal truths. One may normally expect to find what the proverb notes, and one should live according to its instructions in the light of those expectations; but one should not be surprised if from time to time there is an exception. The fact that there may be an exception does not diminish the need to live by the sayings.
	Heb “grief of his mother.” The noun “grief” is in construct, and “mother” is the objective of the grief. Father and mother are contrasting to show both sides (parents), therefore the saying declares how the consequences of wisdom or folly affects the parents.
10:2   Heb “treasures of wickedness” (so KJV, ASV); NASB “Ill-gotten gains”; TEV “Wealth that you get by dishonesty.” 
	The term “righteousness” here means honesty (cf. TEV). Wealth has limited value even if gained honestly; but honesty delivers from mortal danger.
	Heb “death.” This could refer to literal death, but it is probably figurative here for mortal danger or ruin.
 10:3   Heb “does not allow … to go hungry.” The expression “The LORD does not allow the appetite of the righteous to go hungry” is an example of tapeinosis—a figurative expression stated in the negative to emphasize the positive: The LORD satisfies the appetite of the righteous.
	The term nefesh means “soul” but its root meaning is “throat” and it has a broad range of meanings; here it denotes “appetite” (Psalms 63:6; 107:9; Prov 27:7; Isaiah 56:11; 58:10; Jeremiah 50:19; Ezekiel 7:19). The term could denote “desire” which would include the inner urge for success. By contrast, the wicked live unfulfilled lives—as far as spiritual values.
	Heb “thrusts away” (cf. ASV, NASB); NIV “thwarts”; NLT “refuses to satisfy.” The verb (hadaf) means “to thrust away; to push; to drive,” either to depose or reject.
	This verse contrasts the “appetite” of the righteous with the “craving” of the wicked. This word havvah, “craving” means “desire” often in a bad sense, as ‘the desire of the wicked,” which could not be wholesome (Ps 52:9).
 10:4 Heb “a palm of slackness.” The genitive noun remiyyah, “slackness” functions as an attributive adjective: “a slack palm.”  The term khaf, “palm” is a synecdoche of part (= palm) for the whole person (= one who works with his hands). The hand is emphasized because it is the instrument of physical labor. The “slack hand” is contrasted with the “diligent hand.” A slack hand refers to a lazy worker or careless work that such hands produce. Heb “causes poverty.” The expression is literally, “the palm of slackness causes poverty.”
	Heb “but the hand of the diligent” (so KJV, NAB, NASB, NRSV). The genitive noun kharutsim, “diligence” functions as an attributive adjective: “a diligent hand.” It uses the plural form because the plural is often used for abstract moral qualities. The term yad, “hand” is different from khaf, “palm” likely for variety of expression.
	Heb “makes rich” (so NASB, NRSV). The Hiphil verb is used in a causative sense; literally, “the hand of the diligent makes rich.”
 10:5   Heb “prudent.” The term maskil refers to a wise and so successful person. He seizes the opportunity, knowing the importance of the season.
	The term “sleeps” is figurative, an implied comparison that has become idiomatic (like the contemporary English expression “asleep on the job”). It means that this individual is lazy or oblivious to the needs of the hour.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The NET Bible First Edition Notes (2006) ] 
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Proverbs 10:1-5 in The New Living Translation
The proverbs of Solomon: 
1A wise child brings joy to a father; 
a foolish child brings grief to a mother. 
     2Tainted wealth has no lasting value, 
but right living can save your life. 
3The LORD will not let the godly go hungry, 
but he refuses to satisfy the craving of the wicked. 
    4Lazy people are soon poor; 
hard workers get rich. 
5A wise youth harvests in the summer, 
but one who sleeps during harvest is a disgrace. 
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