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7    The Book of Proverbs
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The Importance of Instruction
Proverbs 15:5-19
Memorize This Week
Better a little with the fear of the LORD
 than great wealth with turmoil. 
Proverbs 15:16  
Day 1 Develop Prudence (15:5-7)
Our first and probably best teachers are our mom and dad. We learn more from them about the basics of life than from any other teacher … if we will listen.
1. What attitude should we have towards our parent’s instructions (15:5; compare 15:20 and Hebrews 12:9-11)? 


Anyone who accepts correction will become prudent in life. This is true whether it is from our parents, or from teachers or coaches.
2. What is not true of the righteous that is true of the wicked (15:6-7)? 

The Hebrew noun (khosen) means “wealth; treasure” (15:6)  Prosperity is the reward for righteousness. This is true only in so far as a proverb can be carried in its application, allowing for exceptions. The Greek text for this verse has no reference for wealth, but talks about amassing righteousness.
The phrase “the heart of fools” (15:7) emphasizes that fools do not comprehend knowledge. The New Century Version translates, “there is no knowledge in the thoughts of fools.”
Pray About This 
Do you spurn your parents’ instructions?
Day 2 STAY ON THE PATH (15:8-11)
Not everyone who worships God will be blessed! There are conditions which must be met for things to go well with us, no matter how pious we appear.
3. Why is it useless for the wicked to worship God (15:8-9)? 


The word “detest” is literally “an abomination of the LORD.” The sacrifices of the wicked are hated by the LORD because the worshipers are insincere and blasphemous (see, 15:29; 21:3; 28:9; Ps 40:6–8; Isa 1:10–17). In other words, the spiritual condition of the worshiper determines whether or not the worship is acceptable to God.
God hates the way of the wicked, that is, their lifestyle and things they do. God loves those who pursue righteousness. The Piel form of the Hebrew verb signifys persistent pursuit. W. G. Plaut says, “He who loves God will be moved to an active, persistent, and even dangerous search for justice” (Proverbs, 170).
4. What awaits those who leave God’s path (15:10-11)? 

The two lines of 15:10 are parallel synonymously, so the “severe discipline” of the first colon is parallel to “will die” of the second. It indicates a discipline that is catastrophic or harmful to life.
The one who abandons the way also refuses any correction, and so there is severe punishment. To abandon the way means to leave the life of righteousness which is the repeated subject of the book of Proverbs.
“Death and destruction” are in Hebrew “Sheol and Abaddon.” These terms represent the remote underworld and all the mighty powers that reside there (e.g., Prov 27:20; Job 26:6; Ps 139:8; Amos 9:2; Rev 9:11). The LORD knows everything about this remote region.
The construction ’af ki, “how much more!” introduces an argument from the lesser to the greater: If all this is open before the LORD, how much more so human hearts. “Hearts” here is a metonymy of subject, meaning the motives and thoughts. 
Pray About This 
When you worship, does your life back it up?
Day 3 [bookmark: _Toc428279652]DECIDE TO BE HAPPY (15:12-15)
Happiness Is A Choice is the title of a book by a pair of Christian psychiatrists. Usually, our choices lead to either happiness or to heartache.
5. Why don’t mockers seek out wise advisors (15:12)? 


Literally, translated, “the scorner does not love the one who corrects him (NET). This is an understatement, the opposite being intended (a figure called tapeinosis). A scorner rejects any efforts to reform him and hates the one who does it.
6. How does 15:14 help to produce the cheerfulness described in 15:15, 16? 

The verb yetiv in 15:13 normally means “to make good,” but here “to make the face good,” that is, there is a healthy, favorable, uplifted expression. The antithesis is the pained heart that crushes the spirit. C. H. Toy observes that a broken spirit is expressed by a sad face, while a cheerful face shows a courageous spirit (Proverbs [ICC], 308).
In 15:14, the idea expressed in the second colon does not make a strong parallelism with the first with its emphasis on seeking knowledge. Its poetic image of feeding would signify the acquisition of folly—the fool has an appetite for it. 
Pray About This 
Would your life be happier if you lived for God?
Day 4 BE BETTER OFF (15:16-17)
Some people don’t know when they are better off. It may well be that this is the reason the foolish make such poor choices. Our priority needs to be on the things of God.
7.  Why is it better to have little than much? 


One of the frequent characteristics of wisdom literature is the “better” saying; it is a comparison of different but similar things to determine which is to be preferred. These two verses focus on spiritual things being better than troubled material things.
Not all wealth has turmoil with it. But the proverb is focusing on the comparison of two things—fear of the LORD, which alleviates anxiety because it brings with it contentment and confidence, even though it has little materially, is compared with wealth accompanied by turmoil. Between these two, the former is definitely better.
The saying in 15:17 concerns troublesome wealth: Loving relationships with simple food are better than a feast where there is hatred. The ideal, of course, would be loving family and friends with a great meal in addition, but this proverb is only comparing two things.


[bookmark: _Toc428279655]Pray About This 
Would you be willing to give up the wealth in order to gain the love you crave?
Day 5 Smooth the way (15:18-19)
Perhaps you have gathered this week that we can be our own worst enemy? Today we consider two bad habits that will make things much tougher for us in life.
8. What is wrong with being a “hot-tempered person” (15:18)? 

The hot-tempered is contrasted with the “slow of anger,” so he is a “quick-tempered person” (cf. NLT “a hothead”).
The verb yashqit means “to cause quietness; to pacify; to allay” the strife or quarrel (cf. NAB “allays discord”). This type of person goes out of his way to keep things calm and minimize contention; his opposite thrives on disagreement and dispute.
The fact that riv is used for “quarrel; strife” strongly implies that the setting is the courtroom or other legal setting (the gates of the city). The hot-headed person is eager to turn every disagreement into a legal case.
9. Why do lazy people find it difficult to make progress (15:19)? 

The point of the simile is that the path of life taken by the lazy person has many obstacles that are painful—it is like trying to break through a hedge of thorns. The LXX has “strewn with thorns.” Like the hot-head in the previous verse, most of the difficulties which pile up are of the sluggards own causing by his inaction. The contrast to the “thorny way” is the highway, the Hebrew word signifying a well built-up road. The upright have no reason to swerve, duck, or detour, but may expect “clear sailing.” 
Pray About This 
Honestly evaluate your hot-temper and your lack of effort. Is that why you have such a tough life?
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